
Simple Compost Bins That Can Be Used at Home 
 

 
Snow Fence Bin 
Bins made with prefabricated snow fencing are simple to make and easy to move 
and store. To build this bin, buy the appropriate length of prefabricated fencing, 
and fasten two-by-fours as corner posts to the bottom to form a circle.  
 
 
Woven Wire Bin 
One easy to make, economical container requires only a length of woven wire 
fencing. Multiply the diameter you want for the compost heap by 3.2 for the 
length of fencing to purchase. Fasten the ends with wire or three or four small 
chain snaps (available at any hardware store) to make a circle. 
 

Block Bin 
Compost bins can be made with cement blocks or rocks. Just lay the blocks without 
mortar; leave spaces between each block to permit aeration. Pile them up to form 
three sides of a square container or a three-bin unit. This bin is sturdy, durable, and 
easily accessible. Keep the bin at least 3 inches away from the walls of your house 
to prevent deterioration of siding. 
 
Wooden Pallet Bin 
Covered bins allow convenient protection from pests and heavy rains. Construct bins 
with removable fronts or sides so that materials can be easily turned. Old wooden 
pallets can be used for construction. Wire mesh can be substituted for wooden sides 
to increase air flow. 
 

 
Turning Bins 
This is a series of three or more bins that allows you to make compost in a 
short time by turning the materials on a regular schedule. Turning bins are 
most appropriate for gardeners with a large volume of yard trimmings and 
the desire to make a high-quality compost. You can also turn your compost 

with only one bin by removing the bin from around the heap, setting up the empty bin nearby, and 
forking the material into the now empty bin. 
 
 

Simple heaps 
Yard trimmings can easily be composted in open heaps. Bins are not required. 
When food wastes are added, however, the compost may have to be confined in 
bins that keep out animals such as raccoons, skunks, etc. City ordinances against 
backyard composting were passed in many areas of the United States decades ago 

because these pests and flies were not controlled. Food wastes and manures can easily cause fly 
problems unless great care is taken to cover all such materials with a foot-thick layer of cured 
compost, wood, or other yard trimmings. Always bury food scraps deep in the compost pile. 
 
 

Information provided by the North Central Ohio Solid Waste District - www.ncowaste.org 


